HOUSEOF REPRESENTATIVES

OlympidVashington
Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1109
Clarifyingstandardgor tabulating
absenteandmail ballots
Brief Title Hearing Date:1/29/99
RepsH.SommersaandD.Schmidt Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) State Governmer@ommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Votersnayvoteusinglifferenprocedurdacludingastingegulaballotatpollingplaces;asting
absentdeallotsanccastingnailballots.

A votemayobtairanabsenteballoffor a singleelectiomprimaryormaybecomanon-goingbsentee
voteranchutomaticalhgceivanabsenteballotfor all electionandorimaries.

Threalifferenvotebymailprovisiorexistasfollows:

o] Thecountyauditomaydesignateprecincivith 200ofewer activeregisteredbtersas
avote-by-mailecinct All subsequentimariesncelectionspeciadndyeneral
electionsyhetheheldn anodd-numbe@dven-numbengehr areconductagsingnail
ballots.

o] Anylocalgovernmemayrequeghata mailballoielectiobveheldata specialelectioit
callsprequestdecalledandhe countyauditomayauthorizé,thespeciatlectioms
notheldn conjunctiomith a stateprimarpigeneraklectiomandf a partisarelective
officeis notconsiderethe primargelection.

o] Thecountyauditorathis other discretiomaycondud primaryn anyodd-numbered

yearusingnailballotsexceptvherea partisaoffice statewideffice pistate ballot
propositiappearsnthe ballot.

Mailballot@regenerallyandledndrocessad the samenanneasabsenteballots.



Absentdeallot@andnailballotsnusthemailedovoters aleast 20dayspriortahe electiooprimary
for whichtheyareissued Electioresults@recertified 0daysaftera speciatlectioomprimaryandl5
daysaftera generalection.

Absenterallot@andnailballotaretabulated theyarepostmarkednoibeforethedaythe election
omprimaryandeceivetlythe countyauditoonobeforethedayelectiormresultarecertified. Thedate
thevotercertifieheorshe castherballots usedin lieuofusingthepostmarkdate for overseas
servickallots.

Federddwequireghatballotsenttocoverseavotersiservicevoterdavea transitimeofateast 45
dayswhichmeanshattheballotsnusthemailedathese votergi5omore daysriortahe lastdaythe
ballotsnaybereturnetithe electionfficialgdbecounted.

SUMMARY:
Varioushangegremaddahe useofabsentedallotandnailballots.

Absentdeallot@andnailballotsnusthemailesdeliveredovoters otheithanoverseasteriservice
voteraileast 12, butnomorethanl4, daysriortahe primargrelectionfor whichtheyareissued,
rathethanatleast 20dayspriortahe dateothe electiooprimaryfor whichtheyareissued.

Requiremeateestablishddr tabulatingbsentdaallotandmailballots. Absentdeallot@andnail
ballotexpeditiouslfEffortanusbbemaddaabulateall absentdeaallot@andnailballotonthe dayof
theprimargelectionthatarein the possessiafthe auditor.Regulaffortsmustbemaddaabulate
theremainingpllotsn a timelynmanneateast everysecondiorkinglayafter theprimaryprelection.

Changememaddahe requirememeranabsenteballoomail ballotmustereceivetythe
countyauditofor theballotdoecounted. Anabsentdealloibmail ballotfor votersotherthanoverseas
voteriservicevotersmayonlybecountedf it is receivelythe countyauditoonobeforetheclose
ofpollingplacesnthe daythe primarpelectionfor whicht is issuedyhethetheballois mailedo
theauditooidepositeaia pollingplaceodepositedirectlwith the countyauditor.

FISCANOTE:Notequested.

EFFECTINZATE Ninetydaysafteradjournmenisessiorin whichbillis passed.



